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1.  OFFICE BEARERS 
 
At the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday, 10

TH
 November, 2013 at Christ Church St Laurence, 

George Street (near Railway Square), Sydney, the twenty-seven members present elected the following 
office bearers:               

President    Hugh Knight 
Vice Presidents   Greg Cunningham, Peter Jewkes 

Honorary Treasurer    Kerrie Keene 
Honorary Secretary    Geoff Lloyd 

 
The following members were elected to the Committee: 
 

Andrew Davidson, Robert Fox, Godelieve Ghavalas, Garry Hoyle and Peter Meyer. 
 
It is accepted practice that the elected president also assumes the office of Dean of the Sydney Chapter 
of the American Guild of Organists and the elected secretary also assumes the office of Secretary of the 
Sydney Chapter of the American Guild of Organists as well as the Public Officer under the Associations 
Incorporation Act. 
 
 
 
2.  PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 
The Society had another good year. 
 
We continued with our emphasis on encouraging young(er) players.  As well as the Junior and 
Intermediate Sections of the Sydney Organ Competition held in October 2013, a second Hymn 
Competition and Workshop was held at St Andrew’s Cathedral in partnership with the Royal School of 
Church Music.  Youth News, prepared by Godelieve Ghavalas, continued to be well received, with e-mail 
subscribers throughout Australia, and the annual Young Organists’ Day recital at Sydney Town Hall, held 
in conjunction with the Council of the City of Sydney, displayed the outstanding abilities of our young 
people. 
 
In July this year we gave financial support to the Young Organists’ Recital at St Mary’s Cathedral which 
was one of the new Friday night recital series. 
 
Our weekend ‘Organ Adventure’ this year, to Mt Victoria, Lithgow, Mudgee, Bathurst, Orange and 
Carcoar, was very much enjoyed by those able to come on the June long weekend.  The weather and 
scenery were excellent and we had a warm reception from the local people as we played the instruments. 
 
During the year we visited Balmain and Summer Hill and celebrated Australia Day in the city. 
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The committee would welcome suggestions for members’ events, and especially offers of help to 
organise them. 
 
We continued to provide members with information about forthcoming organ recitals by e-mail, in the 
Journal and on the website. 
 
The Sydney Organ Journal continues to be our main link with members.  We think that this publication is 
vital to the continued success of our Society, and encourage existing members to recommend it to their 
friends.  Peter Meyer is doing a great job as editor, and it is a measure of his success that contributions 
from authors regularly exceed the available space in each issue. 
 
Our committee has been hard-working and supportive through the year, and I thank them all.  We are 
keen to have some ‘fresh blood’ to continue the good work of our team in the future, and I would welcome 
enquiries from anyone interested in joining the Committee. 
 
 
 
3.  MEMBERSHIP 

Year Ended 31/8/12 31/8/13 31/8/14  

Ordinary Members 226 221 217  

Pensioners 82 90 78  

Students 8 12 11  

Journal Subscribers 49 38 33  

OS Journal Subscribers 17 21 20  

Total Members and 
Subscribers 

382 382 359 
 

Complimentary Journals 33 31 18  

 
 
4.  LIFE MEMBERS 
 
The Society has five Life Members, viz. 
 

Keith Asboe, Audrey Cummins, Peter Kneeshaw, Howard Pollard and Ron Sharp. 
 
 
 
5.  SYDNEY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 
 
There are fifty-nine OMSS members at the time of preparing this report, who are also members of the 
AGO.  Three members did not renew their subscription.  The renewal rate was not increased, but next 
year’s A$ rate will be higher due to the less favourable exchange rate against the US$. 

All members receive the monthly magazine The American Organist, which is now produced in full colour.   
 
Several members attended the AGO National Convention in Boston in June 2014, and reported on an 
excellent event. 
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6.  FINANCIAL 
 
There was a healthy surplus for the year of $2,841.96  
 
1. A total transfer of $1500 was made from accumulated funds to the Organ Competition Fund ($1500) in 
lieu of interest and the amount of $1000, representing interest earned on term deposits, has been 
transferred to the Education Fund. 
 
2. Annual subscriptions increased slightly as did membership dues collected for the AGO. 
 
3. Journal advertising declined by $810 and printing costs for the Sydney Organ Journal decreased 
slightly ($154.05).  
 
Our thanks must be extended to David Wheatley for again generously auditing the Society’s accounts this 
year. 
 
Thanks, too, to Kerrie Keene, our Treasurer and to Garry Hoyle, Membership Secretary, who receives 
and banks incoming payments, and maintains the register of members. 
 
 
7.  THE SYDNEY ORGAN JOURNAL 
 
Our editor, Peter Meyer, reports: Seventy-eight OMSS members and others contributed to the four issues 
of the current volume (45) of the Sydney Organ Journal. Many of them contributed several times. If our 
journal is important to Society members then the willingness of members to write for it is a fair measure of 
its importance. As editor, I want to thank all who contributed and to express my regret that it has 
sometimes been necessary to hold contributions over until space became available. 

Part of my role as editor is to attempt to ensure that the content of the journal is balanced between 
articles of different types: news, people young and older, organs, reports, research and reviews. Several 
distinguished organists visited Sydney during the past year but none, I believe, left town without their visit 
and views being reported. A huge effort lies behind the research articles we publish and thanks are due to 
David Rumsey and Richard Ward for joining me in these efforts to ensure that our publication is 
respected here and abroad. Particularly noteworthy were the articles on Karl Straube and his Sydney 
connexions. Peter Jewkes as reviews editor has at times been inundated with materials some of which 
which he has sensibly distributed to others while his own contributions have been notable for their 
incisiveness and wit. The reviews of new Bach and Reger editions by Dr Jan-Piet Knijff were 
appropriately scholarly. Ross Cobb brought to bear his valuable experience in his review of Dr Stuart 
Forster's book on hymn playing, a significant publication by a former Sydney organist. Robert Parkinson 
continues his great work as associate editor, his Mixture column, akin to a highly valued extended 
conversation with his readers. Pastor de Lasala demonstrated skill in taking three clear, bright 
photographs for the covers and dozens of others within, often in less than ideal conditions. Stuart Watkins 
is to be thanked for his efforts with the concert and recital diary. 

Our printers, BEE Printmail, do a wonderful job and it is a pleasure to work with them. Recently they 
obtained a machine able to reproduce colour photography more cheaply than previously. As a result we 
have been able to include at least four colour pages. Finally, thanks go to our advertisers for their 
continuing support. 

The Society's journal is the product of both professional and amateur skills. Its future continues to rely on 
the willingness of Society members to contribute to it.  
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8.  SOCIETY’S WEBSITE <www.omss.org.au> 
 
The OMSS website has been available for some seventeen years. Our webmaster, Mark Quarmby, 
ensures that it remains a valuable resource. Some updating of organ details is done from time to time, as 
more information or better photos come to hand. Most of the work done on the web site now involves 
advertising all known recitals in our concert diary, advertising positions vacant and organs for sale.  Many 
people have told Mark how successful their ads were on our site with jobs taken and instruments sold in a 
very short time. 
 
Good work, Mark! 
 
 
9. CONCERT DIARY 
 
Stuart Watkins has continued in his role of producing the Concert Diary, which is included in The Sydney 
Organ Journal and is also available on our website. Thank you, Stuart, for volunteering your efforts in this 
regard. 
 
 
10.  EMAIL NEWSLETTER  
 
Garry Hoyle, our Membership Secretary, has continued to produce a regular e-letter. It is a very useful 
item amongst other areas of notification of functions of interest to members. 
 
Thank you, Garry.  
 
We must remind you to advise us of any change to your email address, otherwise the e-letter will not 
reach you.  
 
 
11. YOUNG ORGANIST NEWSLETTER 
 
Started in 2008, yet another year has passed by with issues of the e-YOUTH News emailed to many 
recipients.  
 
As in past years, again this year the issues were full of Interesting articles. 
 
The newsletter continues to bring many excellent YouTubes and news and dates of recitals of our young 
organists. 
 
Inclusion on the distribution list is available upon application. Issues may also be found on our website. 
 
Thanks again to Godelieve Ghavalas, compiler and editor, and all contributors for helping to maintain the 
excellent standard of the YOUTH News. 
 
 
12. YOUNG ORGANISTS in Broadcasts and Recitals 
 
Support and encouragement of our young organists has continued. Judy Deacon of Fine Music FM has 
pursued an active role in promoting organ music played by young talented organists to go to air. The 
young organists programming recently has been expanded to a young virtuoso concept. 

Young organists are also involved towards the end of December in Young Organists’ Day at Sydney 
Town Hall. Thanks to Robert Ampt and the Town Hall authorities for this. January saw involvement in the 
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Thursday Rising Stars lunch-time recitals at St Andrew’s Cathedral. Thanks to Ross Cobb and the 
Cathedral authorities for their cooperation. 

The winner of the Intermediate section of the Sydney Organ Competition generally is invited to present 
the AGM recital. 

 
13.  RADIO BROADCASTS 
 
Broadcasting of organ music continues on Fine Music 102.5 FM, and is streamed live to the internet from 
finemusicfm.com. Andrew Grahame continues into his 13th year with his work as programmer and 
presenter of the Society’s monthly programme “Colours of the King”. 
 
During 2014 the majority of programmes have featured overseas and local artists recorded in concert on 
Sydney organs. As previously, these fine location recordings were produced by Greg Ghavalas. 
 
The studios themselves are now running smoothly in their new premises, with nearly everything in place. 
Studio A, situated at the front of the building, is the main on-air studio. It remains in constant use for all 
daily on-air work. Studio B is adjacent, but it has yet to be put into use. The station’s technical staff are 
still working hard to overcome numerous unexpected issues, and to set the studio up in a fully permanent 
fashion. Once this work is complete, broadcasts will be transferred to Studio B to allow Studio A to be 
temporarily decomissioned for rebuilding. Although it all works nicely, Studio A was set up in a hurry and 
needs to be tidied up. Other studio facilities including the dubbing suite, two production rooms, library and 
office space are all fully operational. Studio C, on the lower ground floor, is a performance studio. This is 
a model of its kind, with a superb acoustic for live music, a new grand piano and able to accommodate a 
small audience. Apart from its use for live music broadcasts Studio C also serves well for music seminars. 
 
2015 will see a change in programme time. For many years “Colours of the King” has been broadcast at 5 
pm on the second Saturday of each month. It stays on the second Saturday, but the broadcast time will 
now be one hour later. Starting with the broadcast of January 10, the programme will go to air from 6 pm 
until 7 pm. 
We thank our presenter of the “Colours of the King” on Fine Music FM, Andrew Grahame, very much for 
the time, effort and expertise he gives to the programme. 
  
 
14.  THE SYDNEY ORGAN COMPETITION 

 
The Sydney Organ Competition 2013 consisted of the Junior and Intermediate sections, held in Sydney 
on 7

th
 October at Sydney Grammar School and Pitt Street Uniting Church respectively. 

 
It was another successful occasion, helped in no small part by the willing and invaluable support of our 
donors. Thank you, donors. Thanks, too, to all teachers, competitors and their parents. Also to our 
Education Subcommittee, guided by Godelieve Ghavalas, for their work in the organisation of the 
competition. 
 
The recital preceding the 2013 AGM was observed as the “Bock Memorial Recital”. Recitalist was 
Nicolaas Tjoelker, winner of the Intermediate section of the SOC. 
 
 
15.  FUNCTIONS 
 
 (i) Rambles 

 
Organ rambles held during the year were: 
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 Saturday 14
th
 September to St Mary’s Anglican Church, Balmain, St John’s, Birchgrove, Balmain 

Congregational Church and Campbell Street Presbyterian Church, Balmain. 
 

 Queens Birthday holiday weekend 7-9
th
 June. A weekend ‘Organ Adventure’ to Mt Victoria, Lithgow, 

Mudgee, Bathurst, Orange and Carcoar, An invitation to participate was extended to the Organ 
Society of Queensland. 

 

 (ii)           Activities 

 A masterclass with Sophie-Véronique Cauchefer-Choplin, Friday, 6
th
 September in St Mary’s 

Cathedral. 
 

 Sydney Organ Competition, Labour Day, 7
th
 October. Junior and Intermediate sections at Sydney 

Grammar School and Pitt Street Uniting Church respectively. 
 

 Young Organists’ Day at Sydney Town Hall on Tuesday, 31
st
 December was well received with good 

attendance. 
 

 Australia Day fell on a Sunday with the public holiday on Monday, 27th January. There were 
functions both at St Stephen’s, Macquarie St and St Mary’s Cathedral.  OMSS provided 
refreshments after the St Mary’s recital. 
. 

  Easter Monday 21
st
 April, saw a members-only event, a Members’ Playing Afternoon, at St Andrew’s 

Anglican Church, Summer Hill. 
. 

  Hymn Workshop and Competition in conjunction with the RSCM at St Andrew’s Cathedral on 
Saturday 14

th
 June. Followed in the afternoon by the RSCM’s Hymn Festival. 

 

 Sponsorship of the Young Organists Recital at St Mary’s Cathedral on Friday 18
th
 July. 

 

 A workshop with Donna Parker, in arrangement with TOSA, at the Orion Theatre, Campsie on 
Saturday, 19

th
 July. 

 
Thank you to all who have been involved in any way in the arranging and conduct of these rambles and 
other functions, and to all the churches and other venues for their support. 

 
Once again we remind you that we are keen to utilise members’ skills in assisting with arranging rambles. 
Please register your interest with the Secretary. 
 
 
16.  SYDNEY SUMMER ORGAN ACADEMY 
 
As reported last year, the Education Subcommittee of OMSS arranged the second Academy, which took 
place between 27

th
-31

st
  December 2012.  

 
In the normal course of events the third Academy could have been planned for the end of 2014. However, 
this did not eventuate and consideration is being given to producing an Academy in the latter part of 
2015. 
 
 
17.   LIBRARY FACILITIES 
 
Housed at St Stephen's Macquarie St, the Society’s library is accessed by members from time-to-time. 
Whilst it is possible to avail oneself of the opportunity to browse/borrow, particularly when attending the 
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monthly organ recital, it is advisable to contact the librarian, Mark Quarmby, in advance so that access 
can be facilitated.  
 
The various collections are filed by composer in alphabetical order to simplify finding various works. 
However, an even greater asset would be to have the whole collection catalogued, as was done with 
Jenni Barringer's original collection. This was mentioned in last year’s report but no volunteer has 
emerged. 
 
Mark has reported that the collection is very popular with the St Stephen’s organ scholars. 
 
Our thanks again to Mark for maintaining this collection for the benefit of members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18.  DEPUTY ORGANISTS 
 
Andrew Davidson continues to maintain the Register of Deputy Organists. Participants are always 

welcome.  Andrew’s contacts are by mobile  0414 385311 or email  <ad046@hotmail.com>. Thank you, 
Andrew. 

 
19.  CONCLUSION 
 
Thank you to Hugh Knight for his leadership over the past year (under the Constitution he is eligible for 
re-election as President). Thanks also to the other office-bearers of the association (as referred to in the 
terms of the Constitution) - Vice Presidents, Greg Cunningham and Peter Jewkes; Treasurer, Kerrie 
Keene and Secretary, Geoff Lloyd, and to Committee members, Andrew Davidson, Robert Fox, 
Godelieve Ghavalas, Garry Hoyle and Peter Meyer. 

Members, your support is highly valued. Furthermore, please consider joining the committee – we are 
wishing to encourage succession planning.                                     

    The Committee 

mailto:ad046@hotmail.com

