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1.  OFFICE BEARERS 
 

At the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday, 28
TH

 October, 2012 at St Aloysius’ College, 

47 Upper Pitt Street, Milsons Point, the nineteen members present elected the following office bearers:               

President    Hugh Knight 
Vice Presidents   Neil Cameron, Peter Jewkes 

Honorary Treasurer    Kerrie Keene 
Honorary Secretary    Geoff Lloyd 

 
The following members were elected to the Committee: 
 

Greg Cunningham, Robert Fox, Godelieve Ghavalas, Garry Hoyle and Peter Meyer. 
 
Neil Cameron resigned from the Committee during the year. The Committee appointed Greg Cunningham 
to the office of Vice President, thus leaving a casual vacancy on Committee. That vacancy was not filled 
for the duration of the year. 
 
2.  MEMBERSHIP 

Year Ended 31/8/11 31/8/12 31/8/13 

Ordinary Members 232 226 221 

Pensioners 67 82 90 

Students 14 8 12 

Journal Subscribers 52 49 38 

OS Journal Subscribers 17 17 21 

Total Members and 
Subscribers 382 

382 382 

Complimentary Journals 38 33 31 
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3.  LIFE MEMBERS 
 
During the year we were saddened by the death of Geoff Bock, a Life Member of the Society and a 
former editor of the journal for quite a few years. The recital at the AGM 2013 is to be observed as a 
“Bock Memorial Recital”. 
 
The Society now has five Life Members, viz.,  
 

Keith Asboe, Audrey Cummins, Peter Kneeshaw, Howard Pollard and Ron Sharp. 
 
4.  SYDNEY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 
 
There are sixty OMSS members at the time of preparing this report, who are also members of the AGO.  
Five new members joined during the year, but eight did not renew their subscription. 

All members receive the monthly magazine The American Organist, which is now produced in full colour.   
 
The next AGO National Convention will be held in Boston in June 2014. 
 
5.  FINANCIAL 
 
The surplus was only $230.03 due to the following factors: 
 

 A reduction in the annual subscriptions received of $1,728.76, mainly due to fewer subscriptions 
being renewed in advance before the close of the Society’s financial year on 31

st
 August. 

 A net loss of $1,780 on the Sydney Organ Competition held in October 2012, including the Open 
Section.   

 The Sydney Summer Organ Academy, held in December 2012, achieved a surplus of $1,633.83. 
However, $3,890 of the income was received in the previous year. 

 An increase of over $1,000 in the cost of printing The Sydney Organ Journal. 
  

Membership rates were not increased, as the committee considered it would be unwise to do so in the 
current state of the economic situation.  It is vital to seek to arrest declining members by recruiting new 
members. 
 
We again thank Treasurer Kerrie Keene, David Wheatley, who audits the Society’s accounts, and Garry 
Hoyle, Membership Secretary, who receives and banks incoming payments, and maintains the register of 
members. 

6.  THE SYDNEY ORGAN JOURNAL 
 
As mentioned in last year’s report, the spring edition, issued on 1

st
 September 2012, celebrated fifty years 

of journal publication.  
 
Eighty-one members and readers have contributed in a variety of ways to Volume 44 (2012-2013) of The 

Sydney Organ Journal. This is in the way of written articles, reviews, reports and letters or photographs, 

often more than once. The editor and, indeed, the whole committee are most grateful. It could be thought 

to be the principal reason for the continuing relevance of OMSS maintaining its own journal.  

There are several factors which have to be balanced and the editor hopes that some of these balances 

are about right most of the time. Pipes and people, for example, or local versus further afield. .  

We thank associate editor, Robert Parkinson, who does a splendid job trawling kindred publications from 

around the world and summarising developments that he believes will most interest our readers.  
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Peter Jewkes, our reviews editor, has applied himself and those who assist to dealing with the myriad of 

items which are submitted for review. In fact, one review was so well regarded that it, itself, was reviewed! 

In every issue local as well as overseas musicians have been interviewed or recorded.  Eighty-one have 

contributed this year but this leaves about three hundred who have not. There is still plenty of room for 

your contribution, be it article, review, report or letter. The SOJ is your Journal. 

Thank you to our editor, Peter Meyer, Robert Parkinson, Peter Jewkes, those who assist and all our 

contributors, advertisers and printers. 

7.  SOCIETY’S WEBSITE. 
 
With some sixteen years of operation, the OMSS website continues to be a valuable resource. Our 
webmaster, Mark Quarmby, tends to it to ensure that the various parts of it are kept up to date and that 
additional information is added as items come to hand.   
 
Our thanks to Mark for attending to this important aspect of the Society’s work. 
 
8. CONCERT DIARY 
 
For quite some years Godelieve Ghavalas produced the Concert Diary, for inclusion in The Sydney 
Organ Journal and also available on our website. During the year Stuart Watkins offered to take on the 
task of compiler. This has proved to be a very satisfactory arrangement. Thank you, Godelieve, for your 
efforts and thank you, Stuart, for volunteering. 
 
9.  EMAIL NEWSLETTER  
 
Garry Hoyle, our Membership Secretary, has continued to produce a regular e-letter. Thank you, Garry. 
Some difficulties with distribution were experienced during the year but Garry was able to work around 
these. 
 
As we do every year, we again remind you to advise us of any change to your email address, otherwise 
the e-letter will not reach you.  
 
10. YOUNG ORGANIST NEWSLETTER 

 

Started in 2008, another four issues (#20) of e-YOUTH News were emailed to over two hundred 
recipients this year. Interesting articles included temperaments, the pedal piano, how to write biographies, 
Kenneth Leighton and the difference between practicing and rehearsing. The newsletter also brings many 
excellent YouTubes and news and dates of recitals of our young organists. 
 

Inclusion on the distribution list is available upon application. Issues may also be found on our website. 
 

Thanks to Godelieve Ghavalas (editor) and all contributors for helping to maintain the excellent standard 
of the YOUTH News. 
 
11. YOUNG ORGANISTS in Broadcasts and Recitals 
 

We continue to support and encourage our young organists. Judy Deacon of Fine Music FM  has 

continued an active role in promoting organ music played by young talented organists to go to air. The 

recordings used are those of the Organ Competitions and were broadcast in November 2012. 

A young organist is generally invited to present a recital in St Jude’s Church as part of the annual Bowral 

Music Festival. 
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Young organists are also involved during December in Young Organists’ Day at Sydney Town Hall. 

Thanks to Robert Ampt and the Town Hall authorities for this. January sees involvement in the Thursday 

Rising Stars lunch-time recitals at St Andrew’s Cathedral. Thanks to Ross Cobb and the Cathedral 

authorities for their cooperation. 

The winner of the Intermediate section of the Sydney Organ Competition is invited to present the AGM 

recital. 

12.  RADIO BROADCASTS 
 
Andrew Grahame has reported that it’s been another year of change and progress regarding organ music 
on radio. 
 
2MBS-FM was rebadged in July 2012 as “Fine Music 102.5”. Broadcasts have been simultaneously 
streamed live to the internet for several years, and this has now been extended to the digital airways on 
“FineMus”. 
 
Broadcasts from the new studio buildings at 76 Chandos Street, St Leonards began in late April 2013. 
The April 2013 broadcast of “Colours of the King” was the last to take place from the temporary studios 
across the road at 87 Chandos Street. 
 
The new premises occupy the ground and lower ground floors of the new building which now rises from 
the site of the original 2MBS studios.  
 
The new purpose-build studio spaces are extremely well equipped. The two main studios (A and B) are 
located immediately behind the reception desk. Large windows allow views from reception into both 
studios and vice versa. Also, there are two production rooms and a dedicated dubbing suite. A new library 
offers increased space for storage and for staff to move around. The lower ground floor houses the new 
Studio C – a splendid performance space – complete with new grand piano and an adjacent “green room” 
space. There are two dedicated meeting rooms, working space for presenters and a separate area for the 
permanent admin staff. 
 
Broadcasts of “Colours of the King” have kept ticking over despite the various upheavals, some quite 
challenging, of the last few years, but it’s a relief to see the end in sight. The future looks very good, and 
Andrew believes the OMSS is fortunate to maintain its long association with the station.  
 
Organ music broadcasts continue to be sourced in part from Andrew’s ever-growing CD collection, and in 
recent times he’s featured items from dedicated organ-music labels such as Priory, Pro Organo and 
Raven. From time to time it has been possible to include local concert recordings - immaculately 
produced by Greg Ghavalas - bringing the sounds of local organs and organists to the airwaves. This is 
Andrew Grahame’s 12

th
 year as programmer/presenter of “Colours of the King” and it remains as always 

a task which he still regards as an immense honour and a thorough pleasure to perform each month.  
 
We congratulate Andrew on his efforts and look forward to many more “Colours of the King”. 
  
13.  THE SYDNEY ORGAN COMPETITION 

 
The Open section of the Sydney Organ Competition 2012 was held in St Andrew’s Cathedral on the night 
of Monday, 1

st
 October with a record number of around one hundred and twenty-five attendees.  Earlier in 

the day four Junior competitors and five Intermediate competitors competed at Sydney Grammar School 
and Pitt Street Uniting Church respectively.   
 
We are indeed fortunate to enjoy the support of our donors, who are thanked for their involvement during 

the course of each competition.  Their support is invaluable to our Society. It was for this year that we 

welcomed an additional donor, “The Friends of The Sydney Town Hall”, contributing the Intermediate first 
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prize. 

14.  FUNCTIONS 
 
 (i) Rambles 

 
Organ rambles held during the year were: 
 

 Friday 3
rd

 May at 7.00 pm - St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney. 
Five organs in one night!  Arrangements for this ramble were undertaken by our member, Norbert 
Kelvin. The evening was hosted by Thomas Wilson, Cathedral Music Director. Twenty members 
present.  

 

 Queens Birthday holiday weekend 10
th
 June. A weekend ramble to South Coast/Southern Highlands 

featuring Kiama, Milton, Bodalla, Braidwood, Goulburn x 2 and Bowral, with Wilbur Hughes’ for lunch. 
 
 (ii)           Activities 

 A number of members were able to join the crowd in the Great Hall of Sydney University on 4
th
 

December for the recital to celebrate installation of the Chancellor’s Trumpet. 
 

 Young Organists’ Day at Sydney Town Hall on 28
th
 December was well-attended. This is an 

increasingly popular function. On this occasion it was held as part of the Sydney Summer Organ 
Academy. 

 

 Australia Day celebrations were held on Saturday, 26th January (although there was a holiday 
observed on the Monday).Events were presented at St Stephen’s, Macquarie St and St Mary’s 
Cathedral.  OMSS provided refreshments after the St Mary’s recital. 
. 

 Members were able to attend Kincoppal, Rose Bay on Easter Monday 1
st
 April. There was a recital 

on the Puget organ by Chris Hainsworth. This was followed by a limited open console session for 
members who had pre-booked.  Thanks to Pastor de Lasala and Ann Henderson for making the 
arrangements for this venue 
. 

  Olivier Latry performed at the Great Hall on Sunday 7
th
 April. We were able to provide some 

sponsorship for this occasion. 
 

 On Monday 20
th
 May at 6.00 pm Colin Andrews presented a lecture recital at St Philip's Church Hill 

on British Organ Music.  

 Stephen Cleobury presented a master class at St Mary’s cathedral and a recital at Shore school on 
1

st
 and 2

nd
 August respectively. 

 

 An event at St Luke’s, Enmore on Saturday 3
rd

 August from 2.00 to 5.00 pm was developed in 
combination with RSCM (NSW). A Service Accompaniment Workshop with Peter Jewkes, followed 
by afternoon tea and open console and then Sydney Hymn Competition organised by RSCM and led 
by Jim Forsyth. Adjudicators: Ross Cobb and Peter Jewkes. Some forty-four persons were recorded 
as present. Those in attendance were pleased with the function and feedback from the event virtually 
dictates that it become an annual event. Planning is proceeding in this direction. 
 

Thank you to all who have been involved in any way in the arranging and conduct of these rambles and 
other functions, and to all the churches and other venues for their support. 

 

Committee is still keen to utilise members’ skills in assisting with arranging rambles. Please register your 

interest with the Secretary. 
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15.  SYDNEY SUMMER ORGAN ACADEMY 
 
The Education Subcommittee of OMSS arranged the second Academy, which took place between 27-31 
December  2012. Thirty-eight organists between the ages of twelve and seventy, together with one 
observer, attended. This was a slight increase on the thirty-six participants in the 2010 event. Participants 
came from Victoria, Western Australia, Queensland and the ACT, in addition to those from Sydney. 
 
There were eight tutors involved, three from the UK and US, and five from Sydney. 
 
We received at short notice advice that James Parsons would not be able to attend for health reasons 
and we were most fortunate that Ronny Krippner was available to fill the breech. 
 
Given the absence of our Artistic Advisor, it was felt that this could be an opportunity to introduce some 
artistic leadership from amongst our own ranks, and Phillip Swanton agreed to take on the role, 
subsequently spending a great deal of time in consultation and in refining and developing the programme 
 
Eighteen venues were utilised for master classes, recitals and lectures; our foray for a day on the upper 
Norlh Shore proved to be very successful, and served to remind us of the wealth of fine instruments in 
that area. 
 
The master classes were of course the basis of the Academy, but these were complemented with a 
number of plenary events, and some of these open to the public. These included lectures on performance 
preparation and presentation, the liturgical music of Bach and Buxtehude, improvisation, accompanying 
orchestral instruments, a tutor recital and of course a focus on the theatre organ at the Mystery Evening.  
 
The Mystery Evening was a resounding success, and the Committee feel that this has been a very timely 
"bridge-building" exercise with the theatre organ community (a number of whom were present) which we 
could consider building on in the future. 
 
The service of Compline held at Barker College and conducted/rehearsed by John Miley, exceeded all 
our expectations. 
 
The Sydney Town Hall and the Opera House were again made available to us, but the cathedral organs 
were not available due to the absence of their respective organists on leave. As it tumed out, we were 
able to access St Andrew's Cathedral at short notice, courtesy of a generous and cooperative cathedral 
administration, when the Great Hall unexpectedly became unavailable. 
 
As with the first Academy, an early event was the Young Organists' Day at the Sydney Town Hall, with 
several academy participants taking part. Again this was an excellent way to start off the Academy. 
For the first time we introduced some sponsorship into the event. One observation stemming from the 
2010 event was that there were not enough practice organs available to students on or near the Shore 
campus, and we were very pleased to enter into an arrangement with Allen organs which resulted in not 
only three practice organs in the boarding house, but also a magnificent three-manual theatre organ for 
the Mystery Evening. We are very grateful to Jim Clinch for his support.  
 
It should also be mentioned that there were some individual sponsorships: the Queensland Organ Society 
sponsored Tim Williams, there was at least one anonymous sponsor of which we are aware, and one or 
two churches also gave support to their organists. The OMSS sponsored Qifan Xiao. The Wesley Music 
Foundation made contributions on behalf of some of their students. Zephyr Music donated the packets 
and note pads that were handed out at registration, and the Australian Silent Movie Festival gave their 
services at a much reduced rate. 
 
The Platform Concert held on December 31 was well attended, and brought the Academy to close on a 
very positive note. The New Years' Eve BBQ and fireworks topped off a very successful event in the best 
way imaginable. 
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Thanks are due to Robert Fox, chairman of the Education Subcommittee, and to Godelieve Ghavalas, the 
prime mover and inspiration who has put in the hard yards from the moment we received a tentative 
enquiry from James Parsons in 2008; the overwhelming success of both events is primarily due to her 
energy and drive. Thanks too to Greg Cunningham, whose role as Master Chef often goes unrecognised, 
but it is an essential element without which the Academy could not take place, particularly in a residential 
context.  Greg's wise counsel on all matters has been an added bonus. 
 
The Shore facilities and geographical location again proved ideal for the Academy, and we place on 
record the gratitude of the OMSS to the Headmaster, Dr Wright, for making these available free of 
charge. 
 
The Subcommittee has sent a report on the Academy for publication in the RCO News and issues 
relating to future events are under discussion. 
 
16.   LIBRARY FACILITIES 
 
The Society library is housed at St Stephen's Macquarie St and several members have borrowed items 
from it over the past year.  Most avail themselves of the opportunity while attending the monthly organ 
recital and often contact the librarian, Mark Quarmby, in advance so that he can find the material for them 
to borrow.  The various collections are filed in alphabetical order by composer, to simplify finding various 
works, but a project to catalogue the whole collection, as was done with Jeni Barringer's original 
collection, would be a great asset and let everyone know what is available. 
 
Thank you, Mark, for maintaining this collection. 
 
17.  DEPUTY ORGANISTS 
 
Thanks to Andrew Davidson, who continues to maintain the Register of Deputy Organists. Participants 
are always welcome.  Andrew’s contacts are by telephone: (02) 9489 6774, or email d064@hotmail.com. 
 
18.  PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 
What a year we’ve had! 
 
For the first time, all three sections of the Sydney Organ Competition were held on one day – the October 
holiday Monday.  This was a notable success, and there was a sizable audience at St Andrew’s 
Cathedral for the finals. 
 
The second Sydney Summer Organ Academy was also held in December 2012, with nearly forty 
students.  Both the local and overseas tutors were excellent, and the feedback from everyone was 
extremely positive. 
 
The first Hymn Playing Competition took place at St Luke’s Enmore in August, in conjunction with the 
RSCM, and this involved adults as well as teenagers.  Peter Jewkes conducted a Workshop on service 
playing on the same afternoon.  Colin Andrews from the USA gave a Workshop on English Organ Music 
at St Philip’s York St in May. 
 
It certainly is encouraging to see so many youngsters taking up the organ, and performing to a very high 
standard.  OMSS members should be pleased that their Society is active in supporting the organists of 
tomorrow.  The annual Young Organists’ Day at Sydney Town Hall is a showcase for these talented 
players. 
 
We’ve also had the usual organ rambles for our members.  The highlight was the visit to the South Coast 
and Southern Highlands on the Queen’s birthday weekend in June.  This was a great opportunity to 
socialise, while visiting churches in lovely settings, and with a great variety of instruments.  Other rambles 
included Australia Day in the city, and an opportunity to play the organs in St Mary’s Cathedral.  The 
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committee would welcome suggestions for members’ events, and especially offers of help to organise 
them. 
 
Organ lovers in Sydney are fortunate that there are regular organ recitals in the city and suburbs, and the 
OMSS promotes them in the SOJ Concert Diary and in e-letters.  While we don’t usually present recitals 
by overseas organ celebrities, we did support the visit of Olivier Latry to Sydney by contributing to the 
cost of his superb recital in the Great Hall of Sydney University in April.  Members also enjoyed the Easter 
Monday recital by Chris Hainsworth from France, on the restored Puget organ at Rose Bay Kincoppal 
school. 
 
The Sydney Organ Journal, under the capable editorship of Peter Meyer, continues to keep our members 
and subscribers informed of the organ world.  We think that this publication is vital to the continued 
success of our Society, and encourage existing members to recommend it to their friends. 
 
Organisation of the Society’s events, membership, administration and finances requires lots of hard work, 
and I wish to thank all the members of the committee for their willingness to assist in so many ways.  It’s 
due to them that the OMSS continues to prosper in difficult times. 
 
Hugh Knight 
 
19.  CONCLUSION 
 
Thank you to Hugh Knight for his leadership over the past year (under the Constitution he is eligible for 
re-election as President). Thanks also to the other office-bearers of the association (as referred to in the 
terms of the Constitution) - Vice Presidents, Neil Cameron (succeeded by Greg Cunningham) and Peter 
Jewkes; Treasurer, Kerrie Keene and Secretary, Geoff Lloyd, and to Committee members, Greg 
Cunningham, Robert Fox, Godelieve Ghavalas, Garry Hoyle and Peter Meyer. 

Rest assured, members, that your support is highly valued. 

The Committee 

 
 

 


